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British Political Officers. Provincial councils were
to be set up, and the municipal and district councils
which had been proposed by Colonel Wilson in the
preceding November were to be developed and
consolidated, but the Conference felt that the time
was not yet ripe for the appointment of a High
Commissioner and of provincial commissioners,
which Colonel Wilson had recommended and I had
advised as a first step.
At the beginning of May Colonel Wilson re-
turned to Baghdad armed with authority to pro-
ceed on these lines. He passed through Damascus
on his way, and took the opportunity of seeing two
of the leaders of the Mesopotamia*! element in
FeisaFs Government, to whom he frankly admitted
that the administration in Mesopotamia was not
perfect, expressed his readiness to do what he could
to meet their views, and explained his difficulty in
finding suitable Arab personnel in Mesopotamia.
They at once asked him whether he would agree to
a representative being chosen from among them and
sent to Baghdad to make suggestions, and he readily
consented. I did not know this until later, when
Nuri as Said, the present Prime Minister of Iraq,
who was one of the officers concerned, told me about
it in London, but I mention it now as it had an
important bearing upon the future.
A month after Colonel Wilson's return to Bagh-
dad, Feisal himself wrote to General Clayton, who
was still Chief Political Officer of the Egyptian
Expeditionary Force, a letter in which he suggested
that the ce severity n of the British authorities in
Mesopotamia had begun, though only gradually,
to turn away the affection of the people. He said
that there was a general feeling that the time had